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Barry Earl Herman, PhD
(1935-2016)

Barry Earl Herman was bom on January 13, 1935 in Newport, Rhode
Island to Louis and Helen Kravetz Herman. At the age of three Barry moved
with his family to New Haven, Connecticut. He had a life-long pursuit of
learning and received a Bachelor’s Degree from Southern CT State Univer¬
sity, and a Master’s Degree, a Sixth Year Degree, and a Ph.D. in Education
from the University of Connecticut.

He was a retired administrator from the New Haven School System,
served on the Hamden Board of Education, was a professor at Southern CT
State University, and a retired professor from Sacred Heart University.He was
a past president of the Ethnic Heritage Center and of the Jewish Historical
Society ofGreater New Haven. Barry also produced and hosted the “Jewish
Forum” TV program.

He authored, compiled or edited several books of the Jews in New Ha¬
ven series, and it only is fitting that this edition be dedicated to a man who
cherished each volume and strived to see subsequent releases grow and reach
higher echelons ofexcellence. It’s also what he aimed for in his students, his
vocation, the organizations he was involved with, the countless causes and
charities he contributed to, and his family.

Dr. Barry E. Herman left his family, friends, and community on August
7, 2016. One of his great-nephews, Harrison Rosenay, delivered a eulogy at
his funeral, concluding “...he is everything a good person should be. He is
smart, funny, generous, caring, and very considerate. He has so many great
qualities about him. I am so proud to call him Uncle Barry and I love him
very much.”

Everyone who knew our “Uncle,” Dr. Barry E. Herman, loved him very
much and he will be missed by many.

He was a contributor and editor ofseveral volumes ofJews in New Haven,
and this edition, Volume X, is dedicated to him and his memory.

From Werner and Barbara Hirsch, and the Rosenay family, Charles,
Melissa, Lauren, Harry and Ian.
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President’s Message
Dr. Robert P. Forbes

It is a pleasure and an honor to introduce Volume Ten of Jews in New
Haven—the third volume edited and co-authored by Dr. David Fischer.

It is fitting that the JHSGNH should publish its 10th issue in its 40th
year. Jewish tradition distinguishes several stages of maturity. The Jewish
child reaches the age of responsibility for his or her actions at the age of 12
(for girls) and 13 (for boys). Eighteen is said to be the proper age to consider
marriage, and 20 marks the beginning of full adult responsibility. But true
understanding, our sages say, comes at the age of 40.

Viewed in this light, it could be said that our society has finally come of
age. We have an active board, an engaged membership, the rich, compre¬
hensive, and (thanks to archivist Marvin Bargar) accessible Harry N. Ladin
Memorial Archives, strong programming, and admirable publications—of
which this volume is ample testimony.

But although the JHSGNH has reached maturity, this does not mean
it has become set in its ways. We have a strong presence on social media,
including Facebook and Twitter. We completed a seamless transition of dis¬
tributing our newsletter, Happenings, by email instead of post, resulting in
substantial savings. And we have launched a campaign to recruit new young
members—including 40 under 40.

In the 21 st century, the New Haven Jewish experience, like the American,
is more variegated, manifold, and diffused than ever. There is no new Legion
Avenue or Oak Street. A substantial segment of our population is no longer
closely tied to Jewish institutions—synagogues, clubs, philanthropic and
fraternal organizations—yet they proudly identify as Jews. At the same time,
our region is host to a growing number of vibrant orthodox communities,
some long established, others of recent arrival, embracing a wide range of
movements and traditions. All of these stories are our stories too. We want

to hear them and share them. Every aspect of the experience ofJews in New
Haven is of interest to us. We hope that you will find this volume, and the
other work of the Jewish Historical Society, of interest to you.
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Preface
With Volume Ten of Jews in New Haven (JINH), we celebrate the 40th

year of publication of this series.

Why is This Volume Different?

In 2009 in volume nine, page 5,1 noted that “Traditionally, when Jews
moved into a new area, the three things that they tried to create were a Jew¬
ish cemetery, a minyan that would later grow to form a synagogue, and a
mikvah (a Jewish ritual bath).”

I also lamented on page four that, “We had hoped to include articles on
the history of the Mikvah Society and Tower One/Tower East, but those
articles were not available by press time.” Those topics are covered in this
volume.

In the nine years since I edited volume nine, I thought about those omis¬
sions, and the excellent but brief and non-historical treatment of the Jewish
Cemetery Association of Greater New Haven (JCAGNH) on pages 70-71
of that volume. I thought that it would be appropriate to structure this vol¬
ume on the order of what a traditional Jewish group would do when moving
into a new area. In 1840, a traditional orthodox group of mainly German
Jews established the first Jewish minyan in New Haven that was later called
Congregation Mishkan Israel. In 1842, they established a cemetery and in¬
corporated the cemetery and the congregation under the newly permissive
laws of the State of Connecticut. In 1849, they appropriated $600 to study
how to establish a mikvah.

We have structured this volume to follow that general pattern. The first
article examines the history of the four earliest cemeteries established by
the four earliest congregations, all Orthodox at the time, and also the cem¬
eteries established by lodges and fraternal organizations not affiliated with
synagogues. That is followed by an article on the Mishkan Israel Cemetery,
the first Jewish Cemetery in New Haven, the second in New England and
the 14th in the United States written by our office administrator who is the
Chief Docent at the Grove Street Cemetery. She also examines the history
of the Grove Street Cemetery, a non-sectarian cemetery that is a National
Historic Landmark and writes about a few of the Jews who are buried there.
The fourth article is an historic review of the mikvahs in New Haven that
were established in the 19th century, about 1862 and 1890. Much of that
story was in plain sight in short references in earlier volumes and was not
put together in a coherent article until now.
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What Do We Mean by New Haven?

In all previous volumes, the City of New Haven was the primary focus,
as the name of the series proclaims. The first editor, Jonathan D. Sama,
showed pictures of 12 synagogues that were or had been in the City of
New Haven and listed 33 synagogue structures. He did not include any
storefronts, homes or school minyans. Of that number, 20 represented the
original building of a congregation in the City of New Haven, 11 were new
buildings for congregations that either moved to a new location in New
Haven or to a suburb, Mishkan Israel to Hamden and B’nai Jacob to Wood-
bridge. Only two were new congregations, Temple Emanuel in Orange and
the Orange Synagogue Center were built after WWII.

It was not until volume seven of 1997 that JINH, the sponsoring orga¬
nization, called itself the Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven
(JHSGNH). The name change simply reflected the recognition of the move
of a major proportion of New Haven Jews to towns that were contiguous,
touching the border of New Haven, and thus part of Greater New Haven
area.

After Barry Herman congratulated me on being the editor of volume
eight, he said to me privately, “Now that you are editor, you can put in
whatever you want, but Milford is not really a part of Greater New Haven.”
I protested that for many years hundreds of New Haveners went and contin¬
ued to go to Milford for the summer. They had built a summer synagogue,
the Hebrew Congregation of Woodmont, that was friendly, hamish, Ortho¬
dox and had the ambience of an East European shtetl shul. Volume eight
was the first to have an article on an “outsider” shul.

When I agreed to edit volume nine, Ruth Blumenthal, a member of the
Board of Directors of JHSGNH, approached me and asked me to include
a history of the Jews of the Valley and their synagogues. I told her that I
would include such an “outsider” story if she or someone knowledgeable
would write it. With some help and encouragement, she wrote it and we
published it, the second “out of area” discussion of synagogues in a volume
of JINH.

What is the Greater New Haven Area?

According to their website, “The Jewish Federation Association of Con¬
necticut (JFACT), speaks with one voice for the seven Connecticut Jewish
Federations, four Jewish community centers, eight Jewish Family Services,
and two Jewish nursing homes in Connecticut. JFACT is the government
and community relations arm of the Jewish Federation system in the state,
and lobbies for legislation that is of interest to Connecticut’s Jewish com¬
munity of approximately 130,000.”


