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Herbert D. Setlow

By Dr. Barry E. Herman

Connecticut and the nation lost a great and dedicated human being on
October 21, 2004. Herbert D. Setlow, a “giant” in Jewish and non-Jewish
circles, gave a lifetime of community service to thousands of people with
his leadership, his wisdom, his personal commitment, and his involvement
with various organizations.

The New Haven Register published one of the longest obituary notic-
es I have ever seen, listing the many organizations of which Herb was a
member, his numerous awards and citations, and his vast philanthropic, in-
dustrial, and community services that enriched the lives of thousands of
people. Herb held leadership posts on the local, state, and national levels.
He served as president of the following organizations: New Haven Jewish
Community Council, New Haven Jewish Federation, New Haven Jewish
Community Center, Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven, The
Ethnic Heritage Center, Connecticut Valley Council of B’nai B’rith , New
England Board of the National Jewish Welfare Board, and the B’nai B’rith
District No. 1, encompassing New England and New York. He was the
founder of the B'nai B’rith Fountain Heights Housing Development.

His membership and awards are too numerous to mention entirely in this
essay. He was the Chief Executive Officer of SetloWear Inc., founded by his
father and grandfather in 1896. SetloWear became a national manufactur-
ing company of industrial uniforms and work clothes. Herb was the loving
husband of Miriam Garber Setlow and the late Claire Rappaport Setlow. He
is survived by a sister, Ursula Pearson, two daughters, Marcie Setlow and
Carolyn Setlow, two grandsons, three stepchildren and their six children.

I asked people who knew Herb to describe him as they saw him. They
came up with “a mensch, a grandfather type, an inspiration to others, a de-
cent human being, brilliant, charitable, warm and friendly, lover of people,
mentor, dedicated, good business head, honorable, a leader, a friend to all.”
He was indeed a source of information and knowledgeable about old New
Haven as attested by his many stories.

Herb is no longer with us but his memory will live on. We all thought
Herb Setlow would live forever. And he will — in the hearts and minds of
those people whose lives he touched. It is a fitting tribute that we dedicate
Volume IX, Jews in New Haven, to keep Herbert Setlow’s name and mem-
ory alive for future generations.



Herb Setlow, Man of Vision

By Marvin Bargar, Archivist

Before I became the archivist at the Jewish Historical Society in March,
2000, I had met Herb briefly, only once. It was on a Society bus trip, and
somehow on the way home, there was a lot of seat rearranging, and Herb
and I ended up sitting together. I don’t remember the specifics of our con-
versation, but I do remember that Herb impressed me with his lively memo-
ry and his easy conversation. The ride home was very pleasant and the time
passed quickly.

After I became the archivist, Herb was a regular weekly visitor. We talked,
or more accurately, Herb did most of the talking and I did most of the listen-
ing. Herb never ran out of stories, but I must repeat his favorite story that
he probably told me six or eight times. It seems his mother was hosting the
first ORT luncheon in New Haven. Herb had to go and pick up chairs and
set them up in his mother’s house. He then said, “This made me the First
Chairman of New Haven ORT!” As often as he told this story, he always
ended up chuckling. He really enjoyed telling it.

Perhaps it was his life-long dedication to the Jewish community that
helped Herb form a vision for the Jewish Historical Society. He pictured a
day when we would have large numbers of researchers working on projects
in our archives. He also hoped to see a constant flow of historical material
being donated.

I am glad that, shortly before his death, I was able to tell Herb that his
vision was coming true. We had gone from an average of two research proj-
ects a month to six or eight. Our acquisitions had risen from an average of
thirty-five per year for our first twenty-five years to sixty per year. I only
wish Herb were still here to know we now average twelve to fifteen research
projects per month and about eighty acquisitions per year.

Thank you, Herb, for your vision and your faith in the future of the Jewish
Historical Society. Thank you, Mr. First Chairman of ORT!



g 3

Preface

It has been famously said, “Those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it” (George Santayana, 1863-1952, in Life of Reason,
Scribner’s, 1905). While I am not convinced that this is true, I believe that
we need to know our past to better understand the present and to deal with
the future. As the “People of the Book,” we are repeatedly told in the To-
rah to “remember” and “never forget.” The JHSGNH is trying to preserve
our local history by recording it in print, in pictures, and electronically in
audio and videotapes before those who know that history leave the scene
and the information is lost forever. In this volume, we attempt to record and
disseminate that history in stories we hope people will want to read. As in
volume VIII, we have organized the material around several major themes:
synagogues; local Jewish organizations; places, events, remembrances; and
people.

Synagogues

Volume I of Jews in New Haven featured a listing of all known synagogue
structures in New Haven. Volume IX reproduces that list in the overview
article on synagogues and directs the reader to articles on synagogues that
were profiled in earlier volumes. Those synagogues that were not the subject
of earlier articles are reviewed in this volume. For some synagogues, there
was no one available to write the article and I attempted to do so from the
material in the archives of the JHSGNH, even if the information was scanty.
A picture of the exterior of each synagogue (when available) accompanies
the article on each synagogue even though some of these pictures appeared
in an earlier volume without an article. In addition, volume IX reproduces a
1935 map of the central area of New Haven with the location of each syna-
gogue structure marked by a number that refers to the list in volume L. As
a result of redevelopment, many of those structures no longer exist and, in
some cases, neither do the streets on which they were located.

Organizations

The local organizations profiled are either those that were not subjects of
a previous article or were discussed so long ago that updated information
was needed. In a few instances, an organization is discussed as part of an
article on a key person in that organization (see the section on people), and
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the organization is noted in the title of the article along with the name of the
individual. Because of space limitations photos of the activities or members
of the organizations (except for a profiled person) have not been included.
We had hoped to include articles on the history of the Mikvah Society and
Tower One/Tower East but those articles were not available by press time.

Places, Events, Remembrances

This section includes some observations of interesting locations and
events of local Jewish significance, a short article listing the Jewish physi-
cians in New Haven during the period 1930-1950, and a longer article on
Jews in medicine in New Haven 1848-1930. A similar article was planned
listing the Jewish attorneys in New Haven 1930-1950 but was not available
by press time.

People

For a relatively small city, New Haven boasts an astonishing number of
remarkable individuals. At the same time, their stories are the stories of
Jews all across America. They are first, second, or third generation Ameri-
cans who worked hard to achieve the American dream and who contributed
significantly to the improvement of our society, locally, nationally, and in-
ternationally. As part of the profile of each individual we included informa-
tion about their family background and country of origin, the influence of
their parents, their belief systems, and their accomplishments. We profiled
many people including civic leaders, philanthropists, business people, sci-
entists, physicians, scholars, writers, a lawyer, an entertainer, a photogra-
pher, and a religious leader. Their stories are all interesting in different ways
but together they form the fabric of Jewish life in the greater New Haven
area. We regret that we did not have the space or time to include additional
individuals.

The volume includes an addendum of New Haven area Jews who served
on active military duty for the United States and a listing of JHSGNH events
and some of the people who led them since the publication of volume VIII.

David S. Fischer, M.D., Editor






