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Jews in New Haven, Volume VIII
Dedicated In Memory of

Sherman Kramer (1926-2003)
In 2003, The Jewish Historical Society lost a good friend. Sherman was

a Past President of the Society and an Honoree recipient of the First Annual
Hall of Fame Award. He was also Past President of the Connecticut Valley
Council of B’nai B’rith, and a member of the Board of Governors of District
One of B’nai B’rith. In 1983 he was named “Man of the Year” by the Oak
Street Reunion Organization.

Among the many organizations with which Sherman was associated are
the Pyramid Shriners as 32nd Degree Mason; Cosmopolitan Lodge #125AF
& AM, since 1950; Jewish War Veterans since 1945; American Legion Post
#127, Orange, CT; Orange Democratic Town Committee, and Orange Board
of Ethics; as well as Justice of the Peace. In addition he was Honorary Staff
Captain of the Second Company Governor’s Horse Guard. Sherman served
as Chairman of both B’nai B’rith Career and Council Committee and Youth

Organization of Connecticut.
Active in community affairs, Sherman served as Treasurer of the Orange

Babe Ruth League and Ways and Means Committee of Orange Little League.
He was the recipient of the Amity Booster Club Award in 1974 and Friend of
Youth Award in 1980 from the Connecticut Valley Council of B’nai B’rith.

In 1945 he founded the Kramer Printing Company currently being oper¬
ated by his children. He was married to Sally Kruger Kramer and was the
father of Richard, Marcy, and Robert. Sherman was a willing volunteer,
always ready to help. His easy going manner and his love of telling jokes
and stories will be missed by all of us.

Shalom Chaver-Goodbye Friend”



VI

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF GREATER NEW HAVEN, INC.

Jews in New Haven-Volume VIII
Celebrating 350 Years of Jews in America

Editor: David S. Fischer, M.D.
Editorial Board: Marvin Barger, Robert S. Francis,

Dr. Barry E. Herman, Marian Ottaviano
Copy Editor: Rita G. Gold

Acknowledgments
It will be nearly 8 years since the publication of volume VII in this series.

There have been many changes and new developments in that period. We
could not record or comment on them all, but we have taken as our theme,
the celebration of 350 Years ofJews in America and their many contributions,
including active service in the United States military. For this volume, most
of the articles were invited and the thread of continuity is explained in the
Preface. The authors were encouraged not to shy away from controversial
problems but to report on them as they saw them, without malice or preju¬
dice, but preserving their viewpoint, however controversial. Others will see
the same events differently.

Special thanks to Barry Herman for sharing his considerable experience,
having edited previous volumes in this series, and for reading and commenting
on many of the articles. Marvin Barger was tireless in finding textual mate¬
rial and pictures for many of us authors, for compiling the list of those who
served in the military and for giving his advice generously. Robert Francis
wrote one of the articles, helped to compile the military list and graciously
retyped some of the articles so that we could submit our copy to the printer
electronically. Marian Ottaviano compiled the membership lists; retyped
many of the articles and copy edited some. Rita Gold cheerfully copy edited
most of the articles. Rabbi David Avigdor kindly led me to the burial site
of Rabbi Judah Heschel Levenberg. It was a pleasure to work with Richard
Kramer and the Kramer Printing Company.

David S. Fischer, M.D., Editor
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President’s Message
Gary F. Fleischman OMD

In Volume I and II of Jews in New Haven, our Society’s First President
Harvey Ladin emphasized the importance of recorded historic material. Now
more than 25 years later Volume VIII has been published. Congratulations
to everyone who contributed chapters and especially to Dr. David Fischer
for his meticulous efforts of editing this fine book.

As the Society continued to provide publications with extensive informa¬
tion of the New Haven Community’s past, other activities have expanded
greatly. Our archives serve as a worldwide resource, to offer information
on historic happenings often used for Jewish biographical and institutional
studies. New acquisitions throughout the year add to the growth of materials,
well organized by our archivist Marvin Bargar. In addition, Rosalind Berman
and Rhoda Zahler videotaped people who provide personal descriptions of
bygone times.

The Society is presently housed inThe Ethnic Heritage Center on the
campus of Southern Connecticut State University with the Connecticut Irish-
American Historical Society, the Italian-American Historical Society, The
Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven, the Connecticut Ukrainian-
American Historical Society, and the Greater New Haven African-American
Historical Society. Dr. Barry Herman, a past president of the Jewish Historical
Society who edited prior Volumes of Jews in New Haven is president of the
Ethnic Heritage Center..

Jewish cultural programs with guest speakers, plus trips in the United
States and abroad, have enriched our position within the community. Exhibits
at the Ethnic Heritage Center became joint functions with the five groups.
Exhibits showing the saving of Jewish lives by Oskar Schindler, followed
by the Danish heroic rescues, have both been praised.

A proposal from past-president Albert Harary resulted in the establish¬
ment of the Hall of Fame awards dinner, which honors individuals for their
outstanding achievements. Due to the foresight of Samuel Faiman, we now
have a successful endowment fund. I appreciate the work of all the members
who have helped the Society during my administration, as we move toward
future goals.



Preface

Places

This volume, the eighth in the series Jews in New Haven, is timed to coin¬
cide with the celebration of 350 years of Jews in America, or more precisely,
in what we now call New York City. There are several excellent books that
recount that history, and certainly one of the best is American Judaism by
Jonathan D. Sama, published in 2004. Yale University Press has graciously
given permission to publish some excerpts from that book to get the flavor
of that time and place.

Another place that has figured prominently in the history of New Haven
Jews is a section of Milford, CT called “Woodmont,” a favorite summer

vacation spot for Jews in the 1920s to 1940s. We examine this area, some¬
times called “Bagel Beach,” and its surroundings and its Jews and what has
become of it and them.

Synagogues
Wherever Jews have settled in any numbers, even briefly, they have al¬

ways formed a synagogue, and each synagogue has reflected the community
in which it was planted and evolved. First we examine the Hebrew Congre¬
gation of Woodmont (Orthodox), the only summer Jewish Congregation in
Connecticut and a National Historic Landmark that, after 78 years continues
to serve the summer Milford community. Then we will observe the Milford
all year round synagogue, B’nai Shalom, that served its community for 51
years and merged with a synagogue in Orange.

Moving northeast, we will visit Temple Sinai, a Conservative synagogue
in West Haven that was torched and partially destroyed by anti-Semites, but
rebuilt and is actively carrying on its traditions. Traveling further northeast,
we are introduced to Congregation B’nai Jacob (Conservative) when it was
on George Street in New Haven and see how and why it moved to Wood-
bridge. A few blocks east of George Street is the Young Israel (Orthodox),
challenged to meet the changes in the demographics of the area in which it
is situated.



IX

Organizations
In addition to synagogues, Jews form communal organizations to serve

their many needs. The Jewish Community Center has a long history in New
Haven that has been the subject of several articles in earlier volumes of this
series. Its athletic programs in at least two locations are described and its
controversial move from New Haven to Woodbridge is examined as fairly
and dispassionately as can be expected when discussing a highly controver¬
sial decision.

A comprehensive review of the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven
describes its successes and failures and brings the story up-to-date, including
its role in sponsoring the holocaust memorial and holocaust studies. The role
of the Holocaust Survivors Fellowship in these activities is described and its
history reviewed. The development of the world famous Fortunoff Holocaust
Archive at Yale University that has served as a model for other oral histories
of the holocaust is detailed and one will note that many of the participants
were involved in several activities.

While Yale University has played a major role in the history of New
Haven and many Jews attended, they were often “invisible as Jews” until
the establishment of the Slifka Center for Jewish Life at Yale, a thriving and
vibrant center for both Jewish students and the community. Just as Jews
were not seen much at Yale before the last two decades, so women were not
heard from very often in Jewish communal organizations until the National
Council of Jewish Women was formed. Observations on that organization
and its New Haven chapter are enlightening.

People
Although places, synagogues and organizations are important, in the end,

it is special people who determine the essence of a community. We briefly
examine the lives of three such special people, a philanthropist, a rabbi and
an attorney. For some comic relief and a better look at the inner city Jewish
community, we are privileged to print the story of a scam that was meant to
be included in the previous volume of this series but was omitted for lack of
space not lack of merit. Alas, there are materials that will have to wait for
the next volume of this series for lack of space.

In the 350-year history of Jews in America, Jews have served on active
duty in the United States military in every branch of service. We attempted
to list all those reported to us up to the time it was necessary to close the



list to go to press. Undoubtedly there will be some that were omitted and
we deeply regret that. Additional names and information can be sent to the
Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven (JHSGNH) for inclusion
in a later volume.

A brief summary of the meetings and activities of the JHSGNH is pre¬
sented, followed by a necrology of members; a list of Life members, of
members for 2005 and a list of those who were members in 2004 and had
not renewed yet at press time in November 2004. A brief biographical sketch
of contributors is included.

We hope our readers will find our presentations of interest and send per¬
tinent additional information to the JHSGNH for our archives and for future
volumes of our series, Jews in New Haven.

David S. Fischer, M.D., Editor
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Celebrating 350 Years of
Jews in America

Excerptedfrom American Judaism: A History

By Jonathan Sarna, 2004,Published by Yale
University Press, New Haven, Connecticut

On a late summer day in September 1654, a small French frigate named
the Ste. Catherine sailed into the port. Most of the ship’s passengers— “twen¬
ty-three souls, big and little”— were bedraggled Jewish refugees from Recife,
Brazil. Having been expelled from Recife when the Portuguese recaptured
the colony from the Dutch, they were now seeking a new home.

The refugees were not the first Jews to arrive in North America. Back in
1585, a Jew named Joachim Gaunse served as the metallurgist and mining
engineer for the ill-fated English colony on Roanoke Island. He conducted
soil experiments in Carolina, returned to England a year later, and in 1589
was indicted as a Jew for blasphemy. Thereafter a small number of other
Jews, mostly intrepid merchants bent on trade made brief stops at American
ports to conduct business. One of them, Solomon Franco, agent for a Dutch
Jewish merchant, arrived in Boston in 1649. A “stranger” unable to post the
necessary bond, he was duly warned out of town and sailed off as soon as he
could. In 1654 itself, several Jews came to New Amsterdam from Holland
and Germany, also presumably to trade.

The “big and little’ refugees from Recife, however, differed from the Jews
who came before them. Though economically ruined, they sought to settle
down and form a permanent Jewish community in North America, to “navi¬
gate and trade near and in New Netherland, and to live and reside there.”

When the Jews arrived, Stuyvesant sought permission from Amsterdam
to keep them out altogether. The Jews, he explained, were “deceitful,” “very
repugnant,” and “hateful enemies and blasphemers of the name of Christ.”
He asked the directors of the Dutch West India Company to “require them
in a friendly way to depart” lest they “infect and trouble this new colony.”
He warned in a subsequent letter that “giving them liberty we cannot re¬
fuse the Lutherans and Papists.” Decisions made concerning the Jews, he
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understood, would serve as precedents and determine the colony’s religious
character forever after.

Forced to choose between their economic interests and their religious
sensibilities, the directors of the Dutch West India Company back in Am¬
sterdam voted with their pocketbooks. They had received a carefully worded
petition from the “merchants of the Portuguese [Jewish] Nation” in Amster¬
dam that listed a number of reasons why Jews in New Netherland should
be permitted to stay there. One argument doubtless stood out among all the
others: the fact that “many of the Jewish nation are principal shareholders.”
Responding to Stuyvesant, the directors noted this fact and referred as well
to the “considerable loss” that Jews had sustained in Brazil. They ordered
Stuyvesant to permit Jews to “travel,” “trade,” “live,” and “remain” in New
Netherland, “provided the poor among them shall not become a burden to
the company or to the community, but be supported by their own nation.”
After several more petitions, Jews secured the right to trade throughout the
colony, serve guard duty, and own real estate. They also won the right to
worship in the privacy of their homes, which seems to have been more than
the Lutherans were permitted to do.

Just as Stuyvesant had feared, the economic considerations that underlay
these decisions regarding the Jews soon determined policy for members of
the colony’s other minority faiths. “We doubt very, much whether we can
proceed against [these faiths] rigorously without diminishing the population
and stopping immigration which must be favored at a so tender stage of the
country’s existence,” the directors admonished in 1663 after Stuyvesant ban¬
ished a Quaker from the colony and spoke out against “sectarians.” “You may
therefore shut your eyes, at least not force people’s consciences, but allow
every one to have his own belief, as long as he behaves quietly and, legally,
gives no offense to his neighbor and does not oppose the government.”

Preserving and Maintaining Jewish Life

The most difficult challenge facing New Amsterdam’s nascent Jewish
community—one that American Jews would confront time and again through
the centuries—was how to preserve and maintain Judaism, particularly with
their numbers being so small and Protestant pressure to conform so great.
From the earliest years ofJewish settlement, a range of responses to this chal¬
lenge developed. At one extreme stood Solomon Pietersen, a merchant from


