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President’s Message

The mission of the original founders of the Jewish Historical Society
was and still is the collection, preservation, presentation, and publication of
historical materials pertaining to the New Haven Jewish Community. My
father, Harvey N. Ladin, the founder and first president of the Jewish His¬
torical Society would be very proud to see that his hopes and dreams for the
Society are very much alive and prospering.

As the Jewish Historical Society concludes it’s 21st year of operation,
we are looking forward to moving the archives and office to a new location.
Our new location will be at the Ethnic Heritage Center at Southern Con¬
necticut State University in New Haven, Connecticut. This is a very historic
undertaking. The Society has been planning this relocation for 8 years, and it
is now a reality. We will be sharing space with four other historical societies
from New Haven. The Italian, Irish, Afro-American, and Ukrainian. This
new facility is the only one of its kind in the United States.

As our archives have grown so has our membership. We now have over
800 members and counting. As a result, the attendance at our Sunday morn¬
ing programs is the envy of every other Jewish organization in town. We
number 125 to 200+ at every program. However, it must be said that all of
this success did not happen without the hard work and dedication of our past
presidents, officers, and board members.

I personally want to thank Dr. Barry Herman for serving as this year’s
'96-91 programming chairman, and as the editor of this publication, Jews of
New Haven, Volume VII. He has served our Society for 21 years in every
possible capacity, and continues to provide great leadership, and inspiration
to all who have had the honor to work with him.

As our Society prepares to join with other historical societies in creat¬
ing the Ethnic Heritage Center we can be assured that our future looks very
bright. We are an important community resource, and our mission to collect
and preserve the history of the Jews in New Haven is now more vital than
ever.

Ronald B. Ladin, President
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Anniversary “CHAI”
Luncheon, October
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