EDITOR/AUTHOR
DR. BARRY E. HERMAN







JEWS IN NEW HAVEN
Volume VII

Editor/Author
Dr. Barry E. Herman

K
W

iq

The New Haven Green at Holiday Time in December.

Published by The Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven, Inc.
Printed by Kramer Printing Company, Inc. of West Haven, Connecticut

Copyright ©1997, The Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven, Inc. All rights
reserved, including those to reproduce this book or parts thereof in any form without
permission from the publisher except for brief passages by reviewers.

Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number 78-55342

The Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven disclaims responsibility for state-
ments of fact or opinion made by contributors to this book.

September 1997 Price $18%



JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF GREATER NEW HAVEN, INC.

Located on the campus of Southern Connecticut State University in
New Haven, CT 06515, P.O. Box 3251 Westville Station, New Haven,
Connecticut 06515. Telephone: 203-392-6125 or 203-392-5860

SOCIETY OFFICERS 1996-1997

PRESIDENT
RONALD B. LADIN BOARD OF DIRECTORS
VICE PRESIDENT RUTH ALPERT
BETH SCHAEFER BETSY BROCHIN
VICE PRESIDENT ROBERT CAPLOW
ALBERT HARARY JACQUELINE FATER
VICE PRESIDENT MILTON LURIE
SYDNEY BRUSKIN IRVING PERLMUTTER
TREASURER ALAN POSTMAN
ESTELLE JACOBS JOHN RESNIK
ASSISTANT TREASURER MIRIAM SCHWARTZ
HAROLD ALPERT
SECRETARY HONORARY DIRECTORS
RHODA CAHN ELEANOR LADIN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEANOR WEXLER
LORRAINE ESTRA
TRUSTEES ARCHIVES
LESTER DRABKIN DIRECTOR-JUDITH SCHIFF
CARL FEEN CURATOR-WERNER HIRSCH
BEATRICE HOROWITZ ASSOCIATE ARCHIVIST-CARL NEWLIN
MORTON HORWITZ OFFICE DIR. EMERITUS-
SALLY HORWITZ MIRIAM SCHWARTZ
HERMAN JACOBS BULLETIN EDITOR-RITA G. GOLD
DANIEL KLEIN OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR-
SALLY KRAMER MARIAN OTTAVIANO (SINCE 2/97)
ARNOLD LERNER MARILYN MARKS (UNTIL 1/97)
BURTON N. LEVEY
GARY LYNES
SHIRLEY STEPHSON
PAST PRESIDENTS
*HARVEY N. LADIN
DR. BARRY E. HERMAN HERBERT D. SETLOW
WERNER S. HIRSCH RITA G. GOLD
JUDITH A. SCHIFF SUE Y. GOODMAN
JOEL A. WASSERMAN *Deceased

SHERMAN KRAMER



Table Of Contents

Lisvef Officers and Boatd 0L IIYECOTS . iiici .. i i soirsmsessaneissos dsican ii
Fastiof Hlastehons b s s o vi
Acknomledomouls . xii
President!SMessapa, 2 igssbe s S el o xiii
Sogiety Presidents and Dedication .. ... o i o i aissiouinssin XV
Letters of CongratlBong = e i il St s s shies Xvi
The Good Old Days

JoSEpR D Horowits s e et 1
Congregation Beth Israel - An 80th Anniversary Salute

EiEarmy BoHempnlt.. ot S R 9
Eighty Distinguished Years

L T YT PR e G S S e T L 11
Dachau Relived

I 6 L e T s el R S R S R S 21

The Early Days Of Temple Beth Sholom Of Hamden:From Community
Center to Synagogue
B AT s s e i e s 27

The Rabbi Robert Goldburg Years— A Critique Of A Philosophy
Of Humanist Judaism

RabbiEliot BeGeriel s, Sag v 7 i g S 43
Shmoozing In New Haven

D Barry B Hermant e i e 57
Jewish War Veterans Of New Haven

Sara (Sally) Moore LIpWich .. s i snssoas s onotasasas 67
My Brother Sergeant Stanley C. Fishman

LRI T Chasnallc s o s it s 109
Jewish World War II Veterans From The Greater New Haven Area

Who Received Commendations 5.2 5l s S s b s oo 8 11>
Happy Anniversary, Sam Yaffe!

B [ g ] e s o S e (TR SR e o 119
Photo Quiz

D Baryy R B s e e e R 127
From Jerusalem To The Diaspora: Congregation Mishkan Israel

Moves To The Suburbs

Bannd BrL R R e s a1 29
Selma B. Rosenthal’s Midwife’s Ledger of Births 1889-1910

D Barry e B e i i bt rsines s it s e sai o e 141
Answers To Photo Quiz

WO Ty g T e e PR e S e el S o Rl S A [ 166
The Road To Morocco

B Rarry ECHemIn e o s RS e 167

Touring The Nation’s Capital
R L e R R et AR U S AR A 169



iv

The Arena Lit Up New Haven: A Century Of Podoloffs

Hilda Myers Podoloff
LoakinouBaCk - o5 i A T e e ek
Reflections And Recollections Of A Jewish Nature

(B ISl a i el O3 a9 VR A s e L S ot e A s 183
School Gems

0B R (T B S e ol i i S T 183
The Ten Commandments

Dr Barrt B HeTman . e it oopebees st sy Soeysraws s oo bes daeses=s 184
Branches of Judaism

DRy B eI e e A 184

You Killed Christ!

D Barry E-dHerman . o e i G e e 184
Sour Balls

DrBarm b e rmians e N e e 185
Two Jews In The Same Year

Dr- Bariy By Herman:. .5 i i etie e i ieseeseta st shski saba dasmsbitins 185
I Can’t Salute The American Flag

DB v ORE g ) ] A S T S L Sl B R 186
My Parents Abraham And Bessie Golden

MarjorieGolden (Welss) SISON .. ..o it i iisesandosins 187
Judaic Adventures On Iwo Jima

TG T B b ) O A e S R T B T R 189
Jailed In Libya

B B L | O e S s RS S e T b S SR e S o 191
Zalman Naftal, The Mayor of Legion Avenue

Jovee Naftal TADPEE ..o it s i it e T s i e o g 193
By All Standards

Mildred AxelrodiCoRen .. . e e v isgiok oivsivabiesogncdnsnks 195
Friends Forever

Rua Greenberg Golds.) Sl st s o a0 P 197
How I Helped Capture A Top Nazi War Criminal

N g o G SR Rt e el 6 R st B I o i e 201
A Crematorium Oven Sign

sy el T R S e, TR R e e e 207
I Had Dinner With Golda Meir

Dy Barey B Hermban & e S st ik e ittt o 209
World War II Memories

Sherman Meyerson ... e e de e e e B 213
It Happened In India

27 1 g D R B e e S e R G e 225
My Husband Murray Calm

Riachelle L Calm i e e R e s vsoss soboeasin 229
The Efland Family Tree

Ty T R o s B RS T e S SR P e 233



Fonking'Back oo og SN s et UL L A 244

Today I Am A Fountain Pen

Riley Greenbere GOkl - i e i s st s b et o s By s 245
ChatzelFanily Passover SEUer . k. i s mis i e 249
From Factory Street To Marvel Road

Sam Dimenstein - as told to Morton HOrWitz ...........ccceveeeveueennenne. 251
By 9 o YT SR e S e R e L RICN S e Qe 264
Childhood Memories

S A P e oy s R s b e 265
I Remember Legion Avenue

Shermon Kyameres s ik s o N T i 273
The New Haven Sgt. Stanley Fishman Post 86

Merman Russell s 2 S s S U e R T 285
Bookmg Back) e R R e s e e e e 291
The Hamden Jewish"War Veterans = iuifnan Dadio Rt 291
Hillhouse Flag Pole Moves To Hamden

Harey Mansfielil - - e i s e e b aariis it bk s o4 syantns 293
Can Anyone Identify The Military Uniform? .........cccooiiinniinicnincninenan 294
alley Jewash WarVeterans i i iR S i s v issmihis b 295
Berel Howard: The Yiddish Music Man

daseph FoFinont il o8 s R o L T 297
B’nai B’rith Plaque And Honor Roll

SPARE BN e e 301
Additional Information About New Haven’s Jewish War Veterans

Werner S. Hirsch and Dr. Barry E. Herman .................ccoeeeueuvunn.. 303
| Fa T S e e e B R R I A e e R 312
New Haven Jewish Men Who Died In World War I

e Barry: B dHepman s e R e s 313
Max Adler (1841-1916)

2 kT R 5 U T e i M S e e 315
N O e T e s 317

The Jewish Historical Society Of Greater New Haven, Inc.
Membership 1996-1997

EookiRg ek v =oe’ e e A e s e T e e

Jewish Historical Society Moves After Twenty Years
PreBarry B llerman. < e e e e 331

Ciao Venezia— Benvenuto A New Haven!
T e T R e e e T A e B R S S e g

Eooking Back 5o o
Contributors To Volume VII

The Jewish Society of Greater New Haven:
Summary of Meetings and Programs .............ccccoereuessernenesisssssssesns 347




Illustrations

The first line indicates the book illustration (photo). The second line indicates
the giver or source of the illustration and page number where illustration may
be found in the volume.

The New Haven Green at Holiday Time

Dr. Barry e Hermaom 2o = e i bt sl iaii aidhes hagoves Frontispiece
Founding Presidents of the Society

The New Haven Register - i s et it s tyionsvesiadisils iv
Presidents of the Society

D Barry E: Hermiit: . oo it sisiineiiss titsoseiiins s bt i sasvpsss iv
Joseph Horowitz And Family

Beatrice HOrWIE o il Gaiabis v teimtinrst s it oo 3
Congregation Beth Israel

Dr.Barry E Herman .5 3 it e i i S 10
Rabbi Maurice I. Hecht

WetHBEHISCR o.. .. s b S e S B SR 11
Herbert B. Croog

D Barry B, Hermai it e ivaassrsss e lossinbiiassais e tesrsnes 20
Defeat Of Nazi Germany - 50th Anniversary Observance

Connecticus Jewish Ledger .. i Sl oiindasin gt 21
Temple Beth Sholom

Dr Barey B Herman o i anith s iiiesisiais v e toses svas gt 27
Temple Beth Sholom Yom Kippur Dance Committee

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ...............cccc.c.... 30
Land Purchase For Temple

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives .............ccccecveveaveennn 32
Ground Breaking For Temple Addition

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ...............cccccauuu... 34
Dr. Martin Luther King, Rabbi Robert E. Goldburg and Others

Congregation Mishkan Isragle .. o L bt i I s 49
Letter From Dr. Martin Luther King

New Haven Colony Historical Society Archives ............ccccoveevevennes D2
Rabbi Robert Goldburg

Congregation: Mishkan Israel. 55si iiindi s ooy 55
Letter From Howard Fast

New Haven Colony Historical Society Archives ................ccoeevvuenens 56
Rabbi Herbert Brockman, Rabbi Robert Goldburg and

Herbert M. Hershenson

o PR L ey 7 Ll By B S e R Pl it i e e Y e o



Li’L Abner Cartoon
Book- Al Capp Remembered by Elliott Caplin ..............ccocoeeevennnnns

Al Capp And Sister Madeline
Book- Al Capp Remembered by Elliott Caplin ..............coocuveueneeen.

Al Capp And Milton Caniff
Book- Al Capp Remembered by Elliott Caplin ...........cccovvuicunnunans

All Capp On Time Magazine Cover
Book- Al Capp Remembered by Elliott Caplin ..................c.ccouuene.

Dogpatch Cartoon Characters
Book- Al Capp Remembered by Elliott Caplin ............c.ccccccuevueun

U.S. Postage Stamps
LS Past Officeswil oo smdvaisna i i gl

Morris Beloff
o T E Th 5 T ) v e e Dol S S P SR R e

Morris Beloff Enlistment Paper
Beatrice Hotowilr . ok i i e ara s S e,

George L. Dickstein

New Haven Register: . e i e o
High Holiday Service On Guam (2)

Sherman Meyerson | . @i o o a s L R o atiisskialsssvia

Arnold Lerner
New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives .............cc..cccceuuce.

Sherman Meyerson

SHCINUAN BICVOTSON ..o sistssi o innsiinssvisasaninss sasdnmiasatsssniosasasssnn b suspnath
David D. Glaser

Elarny Manshield . ot e L R e itsbenebs ik enn

U. S. Postal Cancelations (2)
D Barry B B ermali s o it b b e i o e o0

New Haven Sergeant Stanley Fishman Post 86 Jewish War Veterans
Dinner Dance Program
New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ..............................
Gravestones of New Haven Jewish War Veterans (4)
WepnplEblinee R et s e e e e

Sergeant Stanley Fishman and His Goverment Death Announcement
Lillian E: CRasnoff ... coiaiiiine ssonss S e B e e

U.S. Army Jewish Holiday Cards
Rachelle Loalm s = gl i e B e e 2 s

Jewish Community Center Memorial Plaque
L A O T e IR e S R B e e

U.S. Bicentennial Exhibit Poster
New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives .................c............

vii



viii
Sam Yaffe And Nilsson Ballet

Mtie: Gaodman..2 e aa vl S o M R s e e g 124
Sam Yaffee

Sie GoodmaN =550 i e sy e R o e 125
U.S. Veterans Protest Rally Poster

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ............c.ccceeveueee... 126
Photo Quiz Pictures (8)

Dy Bariy E-Herman = o 2 o s m i i iyt 127-128
Congregation Mishkan Israel

Dy Barry EsHerman .. 8 s gt i bt s ot o e e 135
Letter From President Franklin Roosevelt

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ............cccvveveueae. 140
Actual Sample Pages Reproduced From The Rosenthal Midwife’s Ledger

Dr. Barry E. Herman And Werner S. HirSCh ............cccceveeevuerennn. 153-158
Table of Jewish Deaths In Greater New Haven 1840-1930

g T O ¢ f Lot P R R e L B CE L o i 159
Birth Certificates Found In The New Haven Office Of Vital Statistics

Werne s S s R s s e il e 161-163
Mrs. Selma Biew Rosenthal

Ll Pl SO0 o i o i s G s e iR et T 164
Mrs. Rosenthal’s Tombstone

Werner S: Hirschi i o i i e e s 164
Aaron Rosenthal’s Tombstone

Ly M 7 £V F o T A UL T S o (o e P L 165
Moses Rosenthal’s Tombstone

Werner 8. Hirsch = o e s S e L s 165
Morocco Group

Dr. Barry E-Hetman .. o R e s R SR e 168
Washington D.C. Group

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ................c.ccouu..... 170
Podoloff Family Picture

Hilda M- Podploff ..o el T R o 172
Abraham Podoloff With Children

Hilda: M Podplofl. - it i st atnii n s e Snae o 174
Podoloff Siblings

Hillla M- -Podoloff .- s Sl e b o s 175
Nathan Podoloff With Sonja Henie

Hilda M Podolof ... il it i Gt i e s 177
Nathan Podoloff Famliy

Hilda M- Podolofl . 55 s o e L R L s o 178



Podoloff Brothers
Hilda MoPodolofl ... .05 ittt e o ittt

The New Haven Arena
HIda Mo POdoION . i v e ek e i e s iz

Rosenthal Midwife Ledger Page - Nissan Podolov
VO S L e et e Sl P S SR el A S

Looking Back Photos (3)
B Bary B rman o o e A iR B s s i e

Photo Of Abraham Zweighbaum
Merjorie G:W Simson . SR i i LSRRG G

Abraham Tapper
ToNee N TapDer .. o U b iRl & e T L g

Naftal Family Photo
T T At ey 2 R R e O S 8 S e S U

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Staff and Volunteers
g ety D T e e S L SR e it e T s

Sergeant Sydney Bruskin In World War II
SyinepBriskn Lo v e e e e L Lo

Concentration Camp Inmate

SV BISRIN  re i h  i  Uashs et sk
Guarding Nazi War Criminals

SIS BrSRIN s e e G s e

Crematorium Oven Sign
Sydney BHESKIN it s e e s e R

Program To Commemorate Golda Meir’s Historic
Visit To Roger Sherman School
T T O g P T A S SR e, S A e e A i

Guam Zionist Club Membership Card
ONET P EYETEON, 5o iopssioontnvion fongibinsinsd Somrasbss soa v opRbam s s sEsaFoSs

Jewish War Veterans March On The U.S. Capitol
T T e, e S S e B R e e R R

Sherman Meyerson and Other Jewish War Veterans
Y T T T R R e N ek o DT e S S e

Sherman Meyerson’s Letter To His Father In 1944
R TINY MR ON - i ks ot m s s ad b sasssv i Brgoangasranmasiiics

Harold Alpert In India During World War 11 (2)
i g Ay e S RO TR S S R e i S R T

Harold Alpert And Friends In China During World War II
L T S e R AR ST Sl

ix



Mr. David E. Israel’s Business Card

S R e A O S e e e e 228
Murray Calm

Rachelle Lo Calm - v i o A ot s i D s 230
Murray Calm’s Business Card

Rachelle X Calm . o inns i s o ey o e, 231

Murray Calm’s Steamship Ticket From Germany and
His U.S. Army Discharge Paper

Rachelle LaCalm . . i it e e e e T T 232
Barney Efland In 1885

IOl B CRWAT T L o i s s e i b e e e P i e 235
Barney Efland’s Store On Grand Avenue

Al SO i s r e e e s i A e 241
Joseph And Anna Efland On Their Wedding Day

Allan Schwarte -0 5 e e e e T 242
Looking Back & 244
Leonard Gold’s Bar Mitzvah speech in Hebrew .... St
Leonard Gold’s Bar Mitzvah speech in English ... 248
Chatzek Family Passover Seder

Ruth Friedland ... .o b e s e e ik 249
Sheveth Achim Synagogue

e Boarry L Hena . e 253
Sam Dimenstein And Morton Horwitz

Morton HorWilg s e . s e e S S e 263
Eooking Back . .. e i R e e e T 264
Lena Alderman

Normetta Taer AIderiian .. Gt b e s bl 267
Alderman Family Reunion

Nometia Tager Alderman ... o n s i st i T o s 269
Mordche (Max) Alderman

Wermner FHEsch - o T s i e 271
Abraham Alderman

B Barry:E-Hermmin o oS el s S e R e 272
Looking Back . Ba s o R e 290
Hamden Post #204 Flagpole

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ..............ccccceeue... 292
Identify The Military Uniform

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ............cccoeveeevenens 294
Berel Howard

T F e e e e M R S et R DU ey 298



Berel Howard Radio Show Advertising

Berel Howard: oo S n R g A NS e 2L L 300
B’nai Birth Plaque

| T £ TR e N A R AT s A o PR sl 301
Hamden Jewish War Veterans Post #204 Marching in Parade

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ...........ccccooeeueevrnenn 309
New Haven Green Memorial Flagpole

L T w el B e oo is S S A TS s e TN s Ay S(od 314
Max Adler

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives .............cocooveerennens 315
Max Adler Papers

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ............cceeeeueneen.. 316
Charles Grannick, Jr. And Family

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ............ccccovvivruevennn. 317
Joseph D. Horowitz

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives .............ccccceounuenene 319
Isidore Offenbach

0, 2 T T A ¢ ()T T R e Y R N A B e o e 320
Arthur M. Spiegel

Dr. Barry E. Herman
e e) i o RO R e M e S S (TSR R O e Pt
Jewish Historical Society Staff

New Haven Jewish Historical Society Archives ...........ccccevuvcunuensn. 332
Margherita Cavaglieri and Daughter

GlDrglo Cayaplior] .o . e st e BB iy eatsssin sOOSs 334
Margherita Cavaglieri Venice Gravestone

Werne RIS Ch i ittt s s I e it ar o R A 335
Margherita Cavaglieri Gravestones (3)

Wermer Hirseh oot o i i i 338
oo Btk e e Tt s e o 340
Eookmg Back: Society FIOE (3) . oae i e s 346
Mikveh in Brooklyn, New York

D BTy b eI s e R B b nad i s 353

Ethnic Restaurants

DrBarry B HetmMaN - - il e s e T Back Cover



chnowledgments

Publishing a book like Jews in New Haven, Volume VII, requires the
time, commitment, energy, creativity and cooperation from many people.
Grateful thanks go to all the writers, authors and contributors to this book. A
deep appreciation is given to Richard Kramer, Paula Severino, Joan Piccolo
and the staff at Kramer Printing in West Haven for their help in printing the
book. I also wish to thank the officers and board members of the Society for
their willingness to publish this volume. A special thank you goes to the
Society’s President, Ron Ladin, for his friendship and support of this project.
Ron is the son of our Society’s founder and first president, the late Harvey
Ladin.

Appreciation and thanks go to the following people for their willingness
and work in editing the draft galleys from the printer, in answering research
questions, gathering information and in assisting me with the book. Thank
You: Werner Hirsch, Joseph Finoia, Rita Gold, Miriam Schwartz and Carl
Newlin.

I was the Editor of Jews in New Haven, Volume II and Co-Editor with
Werner Hirsch of Volume III. Volume II was published in 1979. Now 18 years
later (chai), we have a Volume VII to add to our informational series of Jews In
New Haven.

I would like to thank Joel and Leslie Wasserman, Eleanor Ladin, Alan
Postman, Robert Grodd, Abraham and Jane Silverman and Audrey and Martin
Schulman for their generous monetary contributions in helping to publish
Volume VII. :

Each of our volumes has a special theme, along with articles of an eclectic
nature. The major theme of Volume VII deals with the Jewish men and women
who have served in the military, fighting for the United States in our wars to
preserve our democratic way of life. We are grateful to these brave servicemen
and servicewomen, many of whom gave their lives for this country.

It is hoped that Jews in New Haven, Volume VII will continue to preserve
the rich cultural heritage and contributions given to New Haven by its Jewish
citizens.

Dr. Barry E. Herman
Editor/Author Volume VII



xiii

President’s Message

The mission of the original founders of the Jewish Historical Society
was and still is the collection, preservation, presentation, and publication of
historical materials pertaining to the New Haven Jewish Community. My
father, Harvey N. Ladin, the founder and first president of the Jewish His-
torical Society would be very proud to see that his hopes and dreams for the
Society are very much alive and prospering.

As the Jewish Historical Society concludes it’s 21st year of operation,
we are looking forward to moving the archives and office to a new location.
Our new location will be at the Ethnic Heritage Center at Southern Con-
necticut State University in New Haven, Connecticut. This is a very historic
undertaking. The Society has been planning this relocation for 8 years, and it
is now a reality. We will be sharing space with four other historical societies
from New Haven. The Italian, Irish, Afro-American, and Ukrainian. This
new facility is the only one of its kind in the United States.

As our archives have grown so has our membership. We now have over
800 members and counting. As a result, the attendance at our Sunday morn-
ing programs is the envy of every other Jewish organization in town. We
number 125 to 200+ at every program. However, it must be said that all of
this success did not happen without the hard work and dedication of our past
presidents, officers, and board members.

I personally want to thank Dr. Barry Herman for serving as this year’s
"96-’97 programming chairman, and as the editor of this publication, Jews of
New Haven, Volume VII. He has served our Society for 21 years in every
possible capacity, and continues to provide great leadership, and inspiration
to all who have had the honor to work with him.

As our Society prepares to join with other historical societies in creat-
ing the Ethnic Heritage Center we can be assured that our future looks very
bright. We are an important community resource, and our mission to collect
and preserve the history of the Jews in New Haven is now more vital than
ever.

Ronald B. Ladin, President






